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Maritime industry is mainly located at the 

Southwest Finland 
 

• 2012 maritime cluster employed 

12700 persons at the Southwest 

Finland region 

 

• 1/3 of all the maritime cluster 

activities are located at Southwest 

Finland  

 

• Over 50 % of Finnish Maritime 

Industry Companies are in 

Southwest Finland  

• Altogether the affect in 

employment is 27 000 persons, 

which is about 8,2% of all the 

persons employed at the region  

 



Finland has long history in fields of maritime 

technologies 

 
In the 18th century first yard was 

established in Turku  

 

 

 

 

During the 20th and 21st 

centuries the business has grown, 

developed, formed to be one of 

the central technology industries 

in Finland 

 



The size of the ships built in  

Finland have  

doubled every decade 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Role of the network has also 

grown 

 

The Finnish Maritime Industry 



The Turku Archipelago 



The Finnish Maritime Cluster Products 
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The Finnish cluster is known for innovations 
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Maritime Cluster Programme 

in Finland 

The strategy of the Maritime Cluster Programme is to promote 

 the creation of innovative businesses, products and services 

 the productivity of business and network processes 

 the availability of skilled labour 

 

The objective of the Maritime Programme is to activate, unite and 
promote the development, education and applied research of the 
Finnish maritime and shipping industry as well as SMEs 

 

The Maritime Cluster Programme is focusing on  

 increasing the level of R&D investment and expertise in 
businesses 

 information exchange and consolidation 

 activation, planning and realisation of schemes 

 internationalising small and medium enterprises and 
increasing their level of co-operation 

 

 

 



Maritime Cluster Development in Turku 

Future 

 Tradition of industrial shipbuilding in Turku goes back to 
1737 

 

 Maritime cluster is the backbone of our local economy 

 

 The decision-makers and leading politicians of the City of 
Turku are unanimously supporting our active role and 
policy towards maritime industry. 
 Developing the best possible physical operational environment for 

the shipbuilding and offshore industry; 

 Developing the educational and research systems to secure word-
class expertise, know-how and skilled labor for maritime technology 
and production; 

 Contacting decision-makers and politicians on national and 
European levels on a regular basis, to promote critical issues for our 
maritime industry   



Maritime Cluster Development in Turku 

Future 

 

 City of Turku increased the activities in maritime 
research 

 

 In developing the university level maritime 
technology research, universities have joined forces 
in Turku within the research unit Meridiem 

 

 This research unit serves maritime sector companies 
in their R&D –activities and projects on the local and 
national level. 
 



 
MERIDIEM 
 

City of Turku 

increases the 

activities in 

maritime 

research 
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• Innovations are the result of cooperation between many actors. 

Cooperation can only come about in a fruitful innovation environment. In 

a ever-more complex world of fewer borders, the production of competitive 

innovations needs more multi-dimensional networks in which knowledge, 

skills, abilities, needs and interests can connect.  

 

• A quality innovation environment provides opportunities for such 

encounters and the development of innovation networks. Many innovation 

policy measures focus precisely on developing such an environment.  

 

• An innovation environment is highly likely to mean the framework and 

criteria for an innovation system, such as a viable labour market, a research 

and education and training system, intellectual property rights, business 

and market legislation and reliable social institutions. All these the Ministry 

monitors and develops 

 
  Ministry of Employment and the Economy, Innovation policy, Innovative environments 



meridiem  

mission 



• To form a functional model and management to 

increase macro-regional scientific research and 

development as well as education within the 

maritime and offshore industry 

 

• To build internationally acknowledged 

innovation hubs, world class innovation and 

research networks in cooperation with the 

Southwest Finland cities universities and industry 



Kuva STX Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   VISION  

 Finland is the leading globally 

networked maritime technology 

country 

  

 

With it’s activities Meridiem aims to improve the  

competitiveness of the business and region 

By increasing the longterm research cooperation  

between the scientific community and companies 
  

 

 

STRATEGY 

  

 



“Change”-  

Striving the change in the maritime community 

 

“Connecting communities and hubs” 

Connecting and networking the maritime community nationally  

and internationally 

 

”Cooperation and Communication”  

Improving the communication between different  actors and 

Increasing the cooperation by delivering information 

 

“Creativity and Culture” 

Renewing the innovation culture and environments 

Conneting development and competences 

 

“Customer driven” 

Striving for renewable innovation activities and methods according 

to the customers needs 

Meridiem values – 7 Seas (C) 
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Meridiem services 

 



 

– Novel means and methods of scientific cooperation 

with companies  

– Execution of the research programmes nationally and 

internationally  

– Development of the research network nationally and 

internationally  

– Execution of Thesis, publications etc 

– Increasing trainee ships in the region 

 

 

Meridiem research 

 



Novel ship 
and product 

concepts 

Network and 
value chain 

analysis 

Material and 
production 
technologies 

 

Future techologies 

Internationalization 

Energy efficiency, environment 

Strategic research 
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Meridiem services 

 



• increasing the level of R&D investment and expertise in 

businesses 

• information exchange and consolidation 

• activation, planning and realisation of schemes 

• internationalising SMEs and increasing their level of co-

operation. 

 

 

 

Meridiem coordination 
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research 

 

meridiem 
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meridiem 
coordination 
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international 

 

Meridiem services 

 



• To  facilitate the emergence and development of 

innovative, globally competitive and effective 

transnational innovation and research platforms for 

creating new competencies and business opportunities 
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Meridiem services 

 



 

meridiem 
turku 

 

City of Turku 

Ministries 
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Univeristies 

International 
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Meridiem networks 

 



• Governments, regions, universities and individual 

companies need to find new ways to pool 

resources to address the global business 

environment 

 

• Innovative, globally competitive and effective 

macro-regional innovation and research platforms 

for creating new competencies and business 

opportunities 

 

• Strong linkages between companies, research 

organizations and different existing business and 

innovation support structures 

 

• strong cooperation with international “hubs” 

 



Meridiem 

 

towards 

”new growth” 


